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Jovis, 10* die. Martii, 1796. 


W ee JC 
Tin the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the | 
Reverend DocTorR HOLMEs, for the Sermon by 
him preached Veſterday, before this Houſe, at Saint 
Margaret's, Weſtminſter ; and that he be defired to 
print the fame : And that Mr. Vilberſorce and Mr. 
| ener General do acquaint him therewith.: : 


e F, H A T SEL L., 
2 Dom. Com... 


chad before the FIONOURABLE 


HOUSE of COMMONS, 


| AT THE : | 1 
CHURCH OF ST. MARGARET, WESTMINSTER, "| 


ON 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH , 1796, 


BEING 
THE DAY APPOINTED BY HIS MAJESTY's ROYAL 
PROCLAMATION, | 25 


TO BE OBSERVED AS 
A DAY OF SOLEMN. FASTING AND HUMILIATION. 


4 BY : | | ; ; 
7 

ROBERT HOLMES, mas { ö 
3 3 3 \. 


5 CANON OF CHRIST=CHURCH, 


LO N D 


PRINTED POR AND SOLD BY T. PAYNE, AT THE MEWS CATE; 
AND ALSO BY FLETCHER AND HANWELL, AND BY | 
JOSHUA COOKE, OXFORD, Es | ba. 


M. DCC, XCVI, 


Ne 8 EY 
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LUKE, * 3 


LORD, LET IT ALONE THIS YEAR ALso. 


UCH was the language of affectionate application 
for the, Unfruitful Tree. The Parable in which 


it is contained, ſeems; to-have been intended to bring 


men and nations under an examination and judgment 
of their own mind, by ſhewing them, as in a mirror, 
what they are. The train of thought, to which it di- 
rectly leads, will indeed ſhock. a preſumptuous con- 
fidence, with which ſome hearts are perhaps elated. 
It will diſturb a pleaſing ſecurity, into which many 
are willingly lulled. But till, as the reflections, 
which the Parable will ſuggeſt, muſt make their 


way 
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25 way into every mind, before individuals and com- 
munities can be reclaimed from an habitual violation 
af duty ; we may perhaps owe it to the ſolemnity of 
this occaſion, to the ſanctity of this place, and eſpe- 
cially to the penitent profeſſion in which we have 
now united, to enter pg * purſue them. 


Bx it therefore allowed me, to propoſe the vcd. 
in ſome of its parts, for the ſubje& of preſent con- 
ſideration. = 


As it is evident that che human race, and nou Human 
charaCter, are repreſented in the Parable under other 
names, it immediately becomes an intereſting queſ- 
tion, into what ſtate milfiy a man's mind will be 
thrown, when the view of his appropriated emblem 
has happily” brought bim to himſelf, Perhaps, with 
a Tþirit of penitence, ſo ſtrong as to ſubdue the riſing 
reluQance of ſelf-partiality, and fo fincere as to adopt 
the unreſerved language of truth, he would aſſume 
ſome parts or other of the ſubſequent confeſſion. | 


66 MANY 


1 

„Maxv indeed are the bleſſings, which ariſe now 
in remembrance, as witneſſes againſt me. Though 
endowed. in early life. with means of manifold improve 


ment, yet am I: left, when man, thus bare of all uſeful - 


attainment, and pitifully inſufficient for the laudable 


energics of life. As to becoming effort, it is precluded, 


by irremoveable incapacity ;. and as to time, it can 
find no application, but in ſome frivolous purſuit of 
the day. Life has been hitherto, and is likely to be 
ſtill, paſſed wildly through, without principle, with- 
out uſe, without happineſs. As to moral character, 


the caſe is worſe than negative, The heart once 


opened into ſituations and! circumſtances; that might: 
have preſerved and improved it. Yet now, what ap- 
pears within, but the permitted uſurpation of poſitive 
evil? The broad day of my courſe has brought on an 
extinction. of that worth, which ſhed: at leaſt ſome: 
faint luſtre on its dawn. Eſtranged by long and; wil- 
ful antipathy from the influences of Religion, L am 
come at laſt to feel the want of its ſupport and conſola- 
tion, but languiſh under little hope of making them 
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mine. Wealth, Eminence, Auchorkey, or at leaſt he ; 

common relations and dependencies of ſociety, inn! 
veſted me with many noble powers of beneficially 
affecting others and myſelf. Vet in all theſe reſpects, 
no thanks have been deſerved, and no comforts have 
accrued.” Above all, I dare not view, with an altered 
Father's eye, what my children have been ſuffered to 
become. Thus alas! have Bleſſings been loft upon 
me. Sufferings too have been occaſionally inter- 
poſed : aſcribed indeed at their time, to the deſultory 5 
hand of undiſtinguiſhing chance, but led on, as it now | 
appears, by the Providential hand of appropriated 
mercy. - Yet they too were baffled in their office; * 
left the heart not amended, but hardened.” _ 


| eds; on 20 themſelves thus deeply, 

cannot truly diſclaim any characters like theſe, muſt ; 
make their own application. That the evil might 
end with them, it were vain to with. The depravity 
of individuals can be no ſolitary caſe ; the Publick - 
will be, what its ſeveral members are. 


AND 


851 
AND if, as a Chriſtian community, we were to take 
the ſame ſurvey of our ſtate, the reſult, inſtead of 
ſuggeſting a confident ſecurity, would demand ſome 


fimilar language of repentant ſelf- reproach. « To 


« deliverances fignal and numerous,” (ſo might the 
confeſſion run) the Chriſtian Church among us has 
been indebted for preſervation and ſupport, and for 


all adequate means of gaining on every heart, and 
forming the publick mind to the proper character of a 


Chriſtian nation. Yet if thou, O God, art come 
ſeeking fruit © Ca) in the place of the vineyard, that 
« thy right-hand hath planted,” and from © the 
a branch that thou madeſt ſo ſtron g for thyſelf,” how 
ſcanty and how poor will the fruit appear before thee! 
Is the Religious Principle, which ought to ſpread and 
gather ſtrength under the influence of Religious 
bleſſings, either extended in prevalence, or reinforced 
in ſway? Does it maintain a ruling direction in the 
ſeveral claſſes of ſociety, by controuling the exceſſes of 
paſſion, and regulating the movements of life? No: 


(a) Pſalm, Ixxx. 15. 
- | It 
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[ 10 

it is overpowered by the reſtleſs agitations of buſineſs; 
it is outraged by the guilty ſcenes of voluptuous life; 
it is explained away by the caſuiſtical deluſion of an 
inſidious Philoſophy. Then, as at an entrance, which 
either negligence or deſign has left without a guard, 
Evil makes unreſiſted inroad into the heart; and com- 
mences there the production of all its ſubſervient 
principles. Thence they iſſue, to waſte the moral 
beauty of God's rational creation, and to taint the 
precious ſources of particular and general bleſſing. 
Had the Religious Principle gone forth in its ſtrength, 
then indeed private virtue, like a vigorous and healthy 
tree, would have expanded itſelf over the whole com- 
munity, accumulating its various produce in publick 
| happineſs. But now, the tree, though / planted 
in the houſe of the Lord,” yields not the * 
adequate to ſo favourable a ſituation. 


| Sucu is, in individuals and communities, that unpro- 
fitableneſs under great means of good, that barrenneſs 
as to Chriſtian character, which the Parable implies, 


(5) Pfalm, xcii. 12. 
and 


_ Ty 
and on which it proceeds. And if this be confeſſedly 
our own national caſe, the turn, which the Drefler of 
the Vineyard gave to his interceſſion, becomes of 
courſe the more material and intereſting. 


Or that aggravated worthleſſneſs, which was im- 
puted to the tree, he offered no palliation : and the 
juſtice of its immediate exciſion he ſeems to have ad- 
mitted. And what Wiſdom and Rectitude induced 
him to admit on the part of his object, Reaſon and 
Truth will require us to confeſs on our own. 


For if individuals or a people have perverted to a 
courſe actually vicious, the very means which ſhould 
have conducted them to virtue; or even if they have 
done Nothing under the important truſts and bleſſings 
of God, and have ſo far defeated that ſovereign intereſt 
of his, the advancement of human happineſs by the 
improvement of human virtue; what, it may be aſked, 
is it in their power either to ſay or to do, to extenuate 
the guilt they have incurred, and to avert the puniſh- 
ment they deſerve ? 
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FULNESS. 


1 


Tux may prefer the plea of REPENTANCE. 


Bur to an actual improvement of divine gifts, under 
ſtates of manifold kind, and under relations of ex- 
tenſive reach, their obligation lay. And ſorrow for 


having failed to diſcharge it, differs ſo greatly from 
having really fulfilled it, that the former cannot, upon 


any evidence which nature can diſcover or truſt, be 


concluded a ſatisfactory ſubſtitute for the latter. 


Trey may urge the promiſe of FuTuRE FRUIT- 


\ 


Bur even this ſeems to carry no certain and deci- 
ſive weight in the caſe. For, be future fertility what 
it may, ſtill the guilt of antecedent barrenneſs muſt 
remain what it was. After- conduct, anſwering at the 
beſt only for itſelf, changes not the nature and demerit 
of former behaviour. And beſides, the promiſed fruit- 
fulneſe, even ſuppoſing it ſufficient to compenſate for 
preceding barrenneſs, may either begin too late, and 
be immaturely broken off by death; or it may never 


commence, . 


. 


commence, as many or moſt of the times, the places, 


the occaſions, the circumſtances, in which the good 


part ſhould have been acted, but was not, will have 
paſſed off, to return no more. 


Sven appears the „ of human pleas and 


promiſes, So that the ſentence in the Parable * cut 
it down, why cumbereth it the ground,” might have 


been deſervedly and juſtly fulfilled upon the tree, and; 


by parity of reaſon, upon every man, and every 
tion, 


UNIVERSAL and extreme, then, was the need of an 
Interceſſor; of One, who could offer to God, what 
man could not offer, reaſons certain and real for 


vouchſafing indemnity to the guilty. To ſuch an In- 


terceſſor, and to the ground of Interceſſion which it 


pleaſed him to take, the Parable ſeems almoſt imme - 
diately to conduct our view. 


Tur Dreſſer of the Vineyard * indeed wich the 
intreaty, Lord, let it alone this year alſo,” 


AND 
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| And certainly upon conceſſion as to time, all hope 
muſt reſt its primary dependance. But to vouchſafe 
ſo much as this is mercy, and even more than mercy. 
To prolong the being of men and nations, is a con- 
tinued exerciſe of that © e effectual working,” which 
made them what they are. In vain would the tree 
imbibe the juices of the ground, and the ſpirit of the 
dew : ity vain would the body of man receive ſuſte- 
nance and reſt ; if theſe outward means were not ap- 
plied within to the purpoſes of life, by the hourly | 
miracle of the Great Workmaſter's hand. With-na- 
tions too the parallel will ſtrictly hold. What are 
Wiſdom, and Vigilance ; what are Wealth, Induftry, 
and Fortitude, if God vouchſafe not to adopt them as 
| his inſtruments, and to effeQtuate their effort for the 
fupport of that Publick, to which they are devoted ? 
How ſignal, then, is that divine kindneſs, which per- 
mits no paſt and livelong unprofitableneſs to determine 
our fate, but allows Time to remain our common poſ- 
ſeſſion ; and leaves us ſtill, as Chriſtian men and a 


(c Epheſ. iv. 16. 


Chriſtian 


166 } 


Chriſtian nation, to hold our ſtand, and places as ane w 
at the opening of productive life? 


So far the interceſſion of the Dreſſer of the Vineyard 


was ſimply INTREATY ; and it carried a principal and 


direct relation to that object for which he interpoſed, 
But his interceſſion thenceforth took a new direction: 
for the words immediately ſubſequent, till I ſhall 
dig about it, introduced a reference, and a very par- 
ticular one indeed, to the Interceflor himſelf, 


His ſpecial UNDERTAKING it then became, to 
ſtimulate the vegetative power by additional, and per- 
haps yet untried, applications of his own. And this is 


the point of moſt important conſideration, For here 


it is that a reference from the Dreſſer of the Vine- 
yard to another and far greater Interceſſor, which 
ſeems kept up through the Parable, breaks forth with 
greateſt ſtrength and expreſſion. Similar was that 
Undertaking, which was then in the hands of the 
Great Interceflor for the world. He was then inter- 
poling, and has ſince continued to interpoſe, new and 


2 incomparable 


. 


incomparable applications of his own, to promote in 


his Chriſtian Vineyard the due fruits of the Chriſtian 


character. And upon view of theſe means which he 


applied, how wonderful and intereſting a ſcene ap- 


pears of Providential Benignity and Power? It com- 
prizes at once all that can abate the fears, and aſſure 
the hopes, of the human heart ; all that can fix the 
thoughtieſs, or ſoften the obdurate: in a word, all 
that can a& in the way of motive upon the moral 
teelings of mankind. Of an accumulation ſo vaſt it 
would be vain to attempt detail: no more can be 
done, than barely to name ſome few of the great 
means, which it hath pleaſed him to apply. | 


I. Ons of them lay in his deliverance of man from 
the puniſhment of paſt tranſgreſſions. 


W1cKEDNEss, even though it eſcape the preſent 
puniſhment of external evils, which happens but rarely, 


till inflicts on the heart a penal wound; and that too 


is inflamed by a dreadful forecaſt of an eternal rati- 


fication, which God will give to the very ſentence 


that 


5 : : 5 4 : 5 0 by. "The . — "Os 'S 
that Conſcience paſſes now. Hence, as good men are 


raiſed ſrom happy to bappier ſtates of mind by the 
advaneing improvement of their virtue; ſo bad men 
are precipitated from deep to deeper miſery by the 


growth and conſummation of their wickedneſs. So 


are commencing now, in the way to final completion, 


the penal ſufferings of the guilty. 


.Svcn, then, was the ſtate of finners: but it pleaſed 
the Great Interceſſor, d) by means of death for the 
redemption of the tranſgreſſions which had been 
committed, to deliver men e, from the wrath to 
come.” His Death, V as a condemnation of ſin, 
and /g a Sacrifice of Propitiation, preſented to God a 
real inducement to grant indemnity to ſinners. By his 
blood that better Covenant was ſet up, which placed 
them in the new light of redeemed and forgiven pe- 
nitents; and declared that Repentance, if joined with 

(4) Heb, ix. 1s. e 1 Theft i. 10, 


J) See Rom. viii» 3. (t See Erhef v. 2. 
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the production of fruits worthy of it, with the im- 
provement of ten talents or of one, and either for the 
whole day or even an hour, ſhould for Chriſt's ſake 
be accepted, in behalf of all that would believe in 
him. If it bear fruit, was the condition ſtated i in 
the Goſpel, as well as the Parable. 

WHAT an impediment, then, to virtuous exertion, 
what an obſtruction to the principle of moral life, was 
thus removed? O let not the ſoil be fo ſtirred in 
vain: but let Human Nature act for itſelf with ſome: 
of that affection, with which the Univerſal Saviour 


| has acted for 1 it ! 


M. Tur Great Interceſſor an alſo his perforab 


Inſtruction, and tranſcendent Example. 


SPEAKING : as never man "Wa he poured the 


| kght of heavenly truth on thoſe who, in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe, were blind, and lay benighted in the groſs dark 


neſs either of ignorance, or of error. And in his 
Written Word he ſtill authoritatively and tenderly 


8 | peaks 


"IT WI 
ſpeaks Wiſdom to the Simple, e 2nd the Loſt, 
and 5 od the Dead. 7 ; | 


As to his en & / 3) Behold the Man!“ In 
human nature he diſplayed divine virtue, and in Man 
he lived the liſe of God. To look upon his character 
might inſpire us, as men, with a triumphant pleaſure ; 
and to tread in any of his ſteps, is to riſe towards ex- 
cellence and happineſs. Can we then be fo inſenſible 
in mind, as to Took. without the ſtrongeſt attraction 
upon the majeſty and purity of our nature, thus viſibly 


diſplayed? Can we be ſo faint in heart, as to refuſe a 5 


ſtruggle, in attaining ſome likeneſs of this Great Ori- 
ginal, and TRY" as near as may be, « {5 )-unto 2 
perfect man.“ All our hope of future benefit from 
the effect of his Death, depends on the preſent impreſ- 
fron we take from the gracious words of his 
Miniſtry, and on the conformity we bear to the cha- 
racter of his Life, 
(>) John, xix. 5. 

(i) Epheſ. iv. 13. 8 (Luke iv. 22. 
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Tuxsx were ſome of the applications, for renewing 


and forwarding the Chriſtian and moral fruitfulneſs of 
man, which the Great Interceſſor made during his 
humiliation upon earth. And he applied till further 
means to the ſame end, by /I exceeding: great and 
precious promiſes, which he undertooł to 2 —_— 
his fate of riot in heaven. 24% e en 


"x; Oxx of theſe was the Promiſe of x vonchlang = a 
preſent ear, and ſure effect, to WR 95 | 


. . thoſe Ron 8 ſhould ſeek 
to {m} abide in him, his divine attributes of Om 
niſcience and Omnipreſence, of Infinite Power, and 


Infinite Wiſdom, would all be employed. And God 


in him would Ju glorify himſelf by the plenteouſneſs 
of their fruit. To him, then, we are to refer; with 
him we are to maintain communication; that none a 


(1) 11 Pet. i. 4. (n) See John, xv. 4, &c. | 
(n) See John, xv. 8. 


| Þ[ 2 } 
ds may become as a branch that abideth not in him 
but is left to itſelf, as a wilful n to ae 
and en _ die. | 


II. Tux . of 1 to be continually AC 
penſed from heaven, was another of the means, which 
the Great Interceſſor applied. g 


LIikE the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, he would not 
act in behalf of his object once only, and them no 
more; but would viſit it with repeated fondneſs, and. 
cheriſh it with unremitted aſſiduity. If the productive 
principle of good were once put in ſtrenuous opera- 
tion, his gracious aids would conduct the hopeful pro- 
greſs from ſtrength to ſtrength... With Chriſtian pe- 
nitents he would ever be preſent. by his power; to 
enſure the uncertain ſtrength of their virtuous effort, 
and to ſupport their drooping ſpirit in every arduous 
ſtruggle. %% A bruiſed reed ſhall he not break, 
and the ſmoking flax ſhall he not quench :” but. will 


(e) Iſaiah, dii. 3. 
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impart firmneſs to moral imbecilities, and taiſe che 
dubious ſpark to a pure and aſpiring flame. Thus at 


length, through the power of his Grace, the conflict 


of nes will n in n the es of virtue. 


III. Hz has further opting, as the . of all 
encouragements to the production of fruit unta 


holineſs, the Promiſe of Eternal Reward. 


Tus is the —_ end, to which all his divine 
means and inſtruments work. And as mortal man 
cannot conceive a greater bleſſing, than to be glorified 
Ar ever in happineſs, ſurely this incomparable Promiſe 


will awaken, and intereſt, and ſtimulate the rational 


nature. How can it fail to ſtir it up to ſerious conſi- 
deration, and from conſideration to ardent deſire, and 
from defire to devoted effort, and from effort to final 
attainmentf +0: een e ban 


Tunes are ſome of the ineſtimable applications, 


which the Great Interceſſor perſonally made, to infuſe 


(D Rom. vi. 22. 


T9 J | 
into his object new and effective powers of bearing the | N 
fruit of Chriſtian charaQer. And te held mankind, | 
if poſſible, under the ſaving influence of them all, it 1 
hath pleaſed him to apply Fab! another . in 


/ 44 
e c e under him. 1 . 13 
iT 
IV. Tuar inſtrument is 5 a Sacred Write 1H 
oe les, mW The Word of Exhortation. 13 
yet may it, in a happy hour of divine direction, reach | 


— 
3 
e 


and penetrate ſome feeling and reclaimable hearts. 


x 
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IN the high and holy name of the Great Interceſſor, | 1 
It calls repeatedly and earneſtly to the men and nations i 
of the earth. By all that he, from love to mankind, — 14 

has ſuffered and done; by the heavenly excellence of his 
doctrines, and the divine authority of his commands: 
by his example of the life of God in the nature of 14 
1 * 13 


(4) 11 Corinth. ive 7. 
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by his ſaving grace inexhauſtibly diſpenſed from hea 


ven ; by the promiſed ſhare of his own eternal glory; 


by every one and by all of theſe bleſſings; by their 


tranſcendence as to value, by their greatneſs as to nua 


ber; by theſe will The Word of Exhortation ” rouſe 


mankind. By theſe will it excite them, to revive from 
the death of fin; and from the deathlike ſtate of un- 


; productive being, to r newneſs of life; and to 


bear thoſe fruits of individual and national character, 
which, as Chriſtians, and as Men, they owe to their 


1 * 1 and Themſelves. 


So will“ The Word of STE ” plead. And 
it will enforce the plea by that formidable menace in 
the Parable, if not, after that thou ſhalt cut it 
down.” This will it urge, as the dread denunciation 
of The Great Interceſſor himſelf : and it will appeal to 


many a folemn wARNING, many a ſign and prelude 


of judicial doom, which preſent appearances under his 
Mediatorial Providence n and ſtrongly 1 


vey. 


(r Rom. oy 4. 
Fon 


LN 


Fon ſuch ſolemn Wag there is really exhibited, - 
not only in ſpecial and extraordinary caſes, but alſo 
daily and hourly in the paſſing ſcene of common life. 
There, in characters ſo large that he who runs may 
read, are written, the late and lively health of Mode- 
ration, the early infirmity and death of Exceſs; the 
ſettled aflurance of Innocence, the reſtleſs panick of 
Guilt; the ſucceſs and honour of Integrity, the diſap- 
pointment and ſhame of Baſeneſs; the -creditable in- 
dependence of Induſtry, the deſpicable beggary of 
Idleneſs; the chearſul plenty of Frugality, the dif- 
treſsful indigence of Profuſion. There too is traced. 
put the melancholy career of many a mind, that open- 
cd in fair hopes, but ſunk to diſſipation, and thence to 
ruin, Haraſſed then by the importunity of deſires 
which it could no longer gratify, and agonizing under 
the preſſure of neceſſities, which it wanted power to 
remove and fortitude to bear, it turned an evil eye on 
the Succeſsful and the Happy; and on Social Life, 
wherein its own reputable ſtand was loſt 2 and on So- 
cial Order, which impeded the courſe it would take. 
Thus, proud, ſullen, and inveterate, it ſettled in uni- 
verial diſaffection, the offspring of deſpair. 

5 | D '_ _BenoLy, 
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BxNOI p, then, that the fruits of Chriſtian charac- 
have in fact © {s) promiſe of the life that now is ;” 
and muſt be produced, if not for the ſake of God's 
juſt claim, at leaſt for decided value of their own. 


To another Warning alſo © The Word of Exhorta- 
tion will appeal; a conſtant and awful Warning, yet 

alas ! but little regarded. It is the Warning of Death. 
And this it ſays, Brethren, © {7 / the time is ſnort; by 

- waſte it is made ſhorter ſtill ; and by ſecret judgment 
it may become ſhort indeed. With reſpect to ſome, as 
with reſpect to the tree in the Parable, all may depend 
on one brief ſeaſon more. But, even at the beſt, 
erclong muſt come our nature's mortal hour, when 
the manſions of our fathers which we inhabit, their 
ftate and name which we hold, their fortunes which 
we enjoy, and all that we have in this our day, will 
be our own no more. Have we, then, it may well be 
aſked, have we any enduring ſubſtance, any perſonal 


$135 7 


(.) 1 Tim. ix. 8. (.) See 1 Corinth, vii. 29. 


and 


4 * 


and inſeparable property, to prevent our ſtanding bare 


and unprovided, when all other things ſhall be loſt ? If 
we have Chriſtian character, or will benceforth apply 
a ſteady effort to produce it, all will then be our own 
that ever deſerved a wiſh. That indeed, like the 
| Divine Author of all our bleſſings, “Cu, hath im- 


mortality.” That will ſtand before him as our ad- 


miſſible witneſs; and conſtitute our aqceptcd n 
at * throne of his . 


ions ſuch Sts das & The Word of 
Dna; will extend its appeal to Warnings of 
a more uncommon and momentous kind; to every re- 
corded inſtance of nations, either raiſed to importance 
and proſperity by national virtue, or ſunk to inſignifi- 
cance and miſery by the corruption of publick charac- 
ter, | 


On One preſent Warning will it particularly dwell; 


on One, of moſt Extraordinary and terrible caſt. 


(i) 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
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Wr have ſeen the Spirit of the Atheiſt and the 
Libertine hold the Legiſlative Authority of a Chriſtian 
nation near us. We have ſeen it gain on the ſimple 
by. infatuating their ſimplicity ; on the vehement by 
impelling their vehemence ; on the malignant by ex- 
aſperating their malignity ; and thus, by adjuſting 
| the ſnare to the ruling paſſion of every man, enſure its 
own uſe of them all. We have ſeen it- ſtifle the 
charities of humanity ; cancel the reſtraints of virtue; 
diſcard the ſanctions of the Goſpel ; and, either by 
treacherous agency or open war, puſh its principles 
againſt the Altar and the Throne of other Chriſtian 
countries. We have ſeen it hold out to Ambition 
and Tyranny, to Malice and Rapine, their ſeveral 
expedients of legalized crime; and under the ſhock of 
factions, all riſing and raging and falling in blood, 
aggravate on every change the Miſeries of the 
Publick. 8 


How awful a monument is this, to ſhew mankind | 
how deplorable is the ſtate, to which frantick paſſions 

can reduce the human heart, when its Chriſtian cha- 
| | 5 racter 


| LW] _ 
racer is gone: and to warn every nation, that the 
irreligion, and the profligacy, of the publick mind, are 


the moſt dreadful of all enemies to its glory, its happi- 


nels; and its hope: and that, unleſs it obtain and hold 
a conqueſt over vicious principle, there is no other 
victory that can ſave it. 
N Ano I beſeech you, Brethren, ſuffer The 
Word of Exhortation :” that the great themes on 
which it inſiſts, the new means and motives vouchſafed 
in Redemption, and the warnings preſented in Life, 
may reinſtate and perpetuate in us the production of 


their due fruit, the ineſtimable character of a truly 


Chriſtian People. To the ſervice of our Country, 
Talents, Toil, and Bravery, are daily devoted by Many. 
To the ſame dear object, life _ reformed to Religion 
and Virtue may be devoted by All. The private 
effort of every man, if ſo directed, would bear an im- 
mediate and noble relation to the intereſt of the whole 
community: and though in contribution it were but 


a mite, yet in the aggregate it would riſe to infinite 
p 0 0 : 95 


(2 Heb. xiii. 22. 


value. 
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en ) againſt the "A and the duda ef divine 8 
tection be bound on the arm of the nation's might. 5 
So might ſoon be diſſipated, as by a central light, the _ 
whole of the ſurrounding darkneſs in our publick 
ſcene. For were there but this ſoundneſs at the roots 
of the tree, would the © / bloſſom go up as duſt? ? 
No; not in trying ſeaſons. The Lord would find 
upon ĩt the ſigns of a coming produce ; and'in gracious | 
abe of ſuch hopeful ot would "a "mm b 
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”"_ ene to bear. nou K u 
ira / F I beſcech you, Brethren, ſuffer _ 
„The Word of Exhortation : :” ſuffer it, for the ſake of 
our God i in Chriſt; ſuffer it, for « our e 1 


— it, for Your Own. (4 
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THE END. 


